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· • "' Ft•nncisco, 'Vedr.es:lny, Au~o~ust 21,1879:

OF A NATURALIST. ,
A

Roug~1

Passagc···Sca-§icluaess.

Sea and Coast Scenery.

British Cclumbia--~Glacial Phenoment~,

•

(CORRESPONDENOll OF THE BULLllTlN_. )

VICTORIA, V. I., June 25, 1879.
Coming down from the mountains to the sea
n1akes a grand change in the fiow of one's life~
For leafy woods, with their fiowers and fruits,
we have drifting tangle and dulse ; for granite·
dom~s, typ·cs of permanence, water-waves heaving in eternal earthquake, and the narrow
·JJonda~e of a ship's deck for Jhe wide fr eedom
.a nd wealth of the landscapp. I left San Francisco last month oa the steamer IJakota, in com- 1
:pany vn.th a friend, to see what I might learn in
new icy fields to the northwarcl.
.

I

-BEA-BIOKNESS.

After the usual fiag-fiying, public and pl'i~llte,
on leaving the wharf wa~ over, and we had
sailed ,outside the He~ds, then tho trquble and
the enjoyment~ of the voyage fail·ly began. It
was curious to note how suddenly the eager
,~COuntenances of 'the passen!!eril were darkened
-al1d subdued as soon as the good ~hip was £re~
JJU ·the open sea and began to , heave on the
l!l!JlOO,th swelling waves. The · crowded deck
1vas nearly deserted, and a dread gloom ' settled
oover all The trouble was " only sea-sickness,"
the beginning of it, nevertheless, no fuuo1:l\r
'could show face~ more deeply and t.rhly glomh
·clouded. Fh:st, tbe1·e was a going to• bed, wltlf
a "this wo~ld Is all a fi<:etiug show'' expi·esaion;
then ·a staggering reappearance 6n :deck• tq
.try to find out · whether there · •might be
·any hope 'left in the fresh' air ; then a sudderi
introversion, intensely concentrated; astif every,
past act and experience were beillg passed a lou~
.in mental review ·; then a 1 rush to the rail ant!,
volcanic activity: The•iilness was so real, ancl
the cause so natural and 'apparent, jt seeme~
.stmnge tbat nearly every one afllicted should!
lle ,more or •less ashamed of it.
·
· 1
Ne:x:t·ruorning a heavy wind was blowing·, ond,
tho sea was conugated with broad white
·capped swells, across which the IJakola beat)
her way·, head and stern up and 'down in' ad'\
mimble time, like a Spanish 'steel' racing ~cross
3 prairie. Few indeed of all our pas~engersl
were to be seen. J The deck .was allot~
as , clear and · silent as if all had
been· washed overb'oard in the night.. Ho'
bare and· poor a sub~titute for a summer lan<l·
scape the ship made that mornin~~;! How'!
:poor a camp-ground. <No wood or shelter, and1
too much water. Yet · tliere is soinetlling ex-i
tremely beautiful and exhilerating In the free
sweep and ,swell of •the ' dark ' heealess ocean.!
Long' white n·esses · were streaming from the!
wave tops, and some of•the outev f~!Jtlges were
borne away in scud to wet tho wiJ!d.; and when
the sun shone out i't was all brilliantly ir!ile<l•
SEA GULLS.

'

,

And how visibly was the skill and sufficiency of natur~ manifeLted in the . gulls\
tluli,t f9]Iowed us, sk.' · '~lug the rough waves '
·
·
~\1 an<!_?eauty,
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